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several parts of India (although late) is very advantagious to the Company,
and your conduct in particular with respect to the disposition of those in which
you were concerned has given us much satisfaction, as the measures taken in
concert with our other Presidencys has fully answered our expectations. The
great advantage of returning all our shipping the season of their arrival,
if practicable, and that very early, is so obvious and has been so frequently
inculcated it is unnecessary to say any thing further thereon than that it is
an object you must never lose sight of when circumstances will permit.
34.    In this time of great] danger we must recommend it to you to pro-
portion the value of each ship's cargo as nearly equal to others as you can, and
if it can be so contrived the latest dispatched ships should be of the lest value,
and although we do not disapprove of so valuable cargos being laden on the
Denham, yet considering her late dispatch, the condition of the ship, and how
indifferently she was manned, the risque the Company run was rather too
great.
35.    We find for expedition sake the usual surveys upon the Saint George
and  Dcnham  were  dispensed  with.   It is  true  no bad  consequences have
attended this omission but we must recommend it to you strictly to observe
the general practice of the Company in this particular manner, especially where
ships have been detained an extraordinary]  time in India as was the case
of the said two ships.
36.    Your late Master Attendant Mr. Plaisted's2 behaviour to you very
justly drew on his suspension, and Captain David Graham does at present,
by  your  appointment, fill that post.   We most readily  confirm  the  same,
having received from many gentlemen here a very satisfactory character of
him.
37.    In case of Captain Graham's death or absence we shall leave it to you
to  appoint the best qualified person  you can find to the post of Master
Attendant in his room provisionally, until you receive our further commands,
as we shall always reserve the confirmation of the person appointed to that
office to ourselves.
38.    Captain Graham having represented to us that two of our sloops
namely the Fort St. George and Calcutta are very old and want more repairs
that [than] they will be worth, and that he had proposed to you to have
two new sloops built at Bombay, and that instead of having them rigged
with one mast they may be rigged as schooners, we do approve of his scheme,
and if upon tryal it answers expectation this new method is to be continued.
We must suppose you have already apply'd to the President and Council of
Bombay for two new sloops, but if you liave not it must be done as soon
after the receipt of this as a conveyance offers.
39.    Upon   a  further  representation  in  the   said  letter   from   Captain
Graham, we think it necessary to direct that in future no marine stores shall
be sold out of our stores to private shipping but with the consent of the Master
Attendant for the time being, who is always to signify, before any are parted
with  the   private   persons,   whether   they   are   or   are not wanted for the
Company's use.
40*   We shall take under our consideration nm season what Captain